HB 1105 
Georgia Criminal Alien Track and Report Act of 2024

In April of this year, the GA legislature passed HB 1105 known as the Georgia Criminal Alien Track and Report Act of 2024.  HB 1105 amended O.C.G.A. 17-4-23 to require law enforcement officers to seek to verify the immigration status of any individual 18 years of age or older.   Officers may do this by referencing O.C.G.A. 17-5-100 which sets out the documents that are acceptable ways of verifying immigration status to include state driver’s licenses, birth certificates, and global identification cards amongst other forms of ID. 

All officers of our agency will be required to seek to verify immigration status of any person who is being arrested and charged with a criminal offense or who is being charged by a citation with a crime.  This includes traffic citations. 

Please know that there is a PowerDMS training for everyone to complete to better understand the legislation and how it works in day-to-day operations.  What is most important is that all of you understand that you are not immigration police and you are not expected to be.  The change in the law is a statistical tracking mechanism now required, however, it is not meant for all of you to become immigration law experts.  

You will only attempt to verify immigration status of individuals who you determine you will be arresting or issuing citations.  Most of the time you will be able to easily verify a person’s status with their state driver’s license.  In those cases where that is not an option, you will see if the individual can provide you with any other acceptable identification of immigration status.  Those acceptable documents will be included in RMS for easy accessibility. If you are unable to verify the immigration status of an individual, you will simply mark that on your arrest report or citation and proceed as you normally would in accordance with our current arrest or citation policies and procedures.  Officers will still have discretion in issuing citations to individuals where immigration status is unable to be verified.  
Please note that this law does not allow officers to randomly stop or ask individuals their immigration status or demand proof of it.  This law also does not pertain to victims of crime or to witnesses.  It only applies to those individuals being charged with crimes.  

HB 1105 has caused a great deal of concern within our immigrant community and even amongst our ranks as to what it means.  The way we apply it is important to show all our residents, to include our immigrant communities, that we will continue to provide the delivery of professional law enforcement services in an unbiased and compassionate manner yet follow the law as required. 
Please contact your supervisors or me with any questions you may have regarding this law.  
