
Marvin Lim <marvinlimforga@marvinlimforga.com>

July updates (inc. July calendar of programs/events)
Marvin Lim <marvinlimforga@marvinlimforga.com> Sun, Jun 28, 2026 at 6:05 PM
To: Marvin Lim <marvinlimforga@marvinlimforga.com>
Bcc: Marvin.Lim@house.ga.gov

Hi, this is Rep. Marvin Lim, your State Representative since 2021. Here are your late June/early July 2026
updates. -Rep. Marvin Lim | 404.585.7715 | marvin.lim@house.ga.gov
 
Taking Action

Rezonings - towing lot opposition (& GACS update): Sign our “No Dumping Grounds” petition to oppose
a towing lot proposal on Indian Trail Rd near Beaver Ruin Creek (following a letter we have already sent to
the Planning Commissioners, and will send to the Commissioners in July before the requisite hearing). We
already have a heavy concentration of (non-locally owned) auto industries,  but this particular proposal is
worrisome for its likely environmental impact with Beaver Ruin Creek nearby. Sign:
https://marvinlimforga.com/nodumpinggrounds.
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Thank you also to those who engaged around the Greater Atlanta Christian Schools rezoning. To those who
live in those neighborhoods, there will be no egresses/entrance changes. We have also engaged, apart
from GACS’s engagement, the ~20 GACS-owned houses on Sugarwood being most impacted, particularly
around if they need assistance with relocation.

Smoketree/Elevate: For those who have expressed concern around safety/gunshots near the lake, we
have been engaging GCPD (who in turn has been engaging Elevate) for a few months. Please come to our
July 17, 6pm meeting, virtual or at the Smoketree pavilion, for updates from GCPD:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89143827794?pwd=SyOzzK4O7XBQsHh9K1I0yXaEbpQfaj.1

6/28/26, 7:13 PM Friends of Marvin Lim, Inc. Mail - July updates (inc. July calendar of programs/events)

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3/?ik=05b5a193a4&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1869279993363106352&simpl=msg-f:1869279993363106… 2/21

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89143827794?pwd=SyOzzK4O7XBQsHh9K1I0yXaEbpQfaj.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89143827794?pwd=SyOzzK4O7XBQsHh9K1I0yXaEbpQfaj.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89143827794?pwd=SyOzzK4O7XBQsHh9K1I0yXaEbpQfaj.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89143827794?pwd=SyOzzK4O7XBQsHh9K1I0yXaEbpQfaj.1


6/28/26, 7:13 PM Friends of Marvin Lim, Inc. Mail - July updates (inc. July calendar of programs/events)

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3/?ik=05b5a193a4&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1869279993363106352&simpl=msg-f:1869279993363106… 3/21



 
Special session - costing taxpayers: For five days, the Georgia General Assembly reconvened, around
four legislative issues: 1) redistricting, 2) dealing with July 1, 2026 deadline for elimination of QR codes on
ballots, 3) so-called “Local Homestead Option Sales Taxes,” a new sales-tax-for-property-tax mechanism;
and 4) ratifying Gov. Kemp’s (now-expired) gas tax suspension. Thankfully, in no small part because of your
voices, the GOP majority cancelled redistricting. It is no secret that our districts are heavily gerrymandered.
Further gerrymandering, for whatever reason, would both dilute minority voting power – which I am strongly
against, as this very district was gerrymandered in 2011 (i.e., it was “packed”). But beyond that, it would also
simply make government even more unresponsive than it already is, regardless of the party of the elected
official (or your own political persuasion). I am all for independent redistricting commissions.
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I am overall frustrated that we had this special session – which cost Georgians north of $300,000 for very
little. The one thing we “needed” to do was deal with the July 1, 2026 QR code elimination deadline – but
even that was an unforced error, as it was, because of President Trump’s election claims, the GOP majority
in 2024 passed the bill to eliminate the QR code by 2026, yet failed either to get it together to come up with
a “better” voting system by deadline, or to move the deadline during regular session that ended in April.
 
QR codes on ballots: Ultimately, we did end up dealing with the QR code issue – the one thing we
“needed” to do. And it was not as bad as it could have been – but it’s still unnecessary, unhelpful, and
partisan.
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Taxes: During this special session, we also faced a slew of proposals for new, so-called LHOSTs, which
attempt to deliver property tax relief. But at the end of the day, this is another regressive tax measure – not
a tax relief, but a tax shift, to sales tax – one that delivers false relief that will inevitably be cancelled out,
because it doesn’t address the underlying causes of rising property taxes (and does not limit counties/cities’
ability to raise millage rages – which Brookhaven just did, even though they’ve frozen the base assessment
of each home, like Gwinnett does with its Value Offset Exemption for owners who occupy their homes).
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To me, the choice isn’t between LHOSTs and no tax relief – especially considering LHOSTs are not even tax
relief, but a tax shift, from property to sales tax. There are proposals out there that provide for proper,
sustainable tax relief. For example, I once introduced progressive property tax relief, in the form of a means-
tested homestead exemption proposal in Gwinnett, as well as preferable tax treatment for affordable
housing, etc. Bills like these, as well as my Democratic colleagues’ proposals, just have to get more serious
consideration than they've gotten (like most Democratic bills).
 

CMO rate cuts for Medicaid providers of autism/intellectual & development disability services: Rate
cuts by CMOs to providers serving children with autism/intellectual & development disabilities on Medicaid
have been hugely concerning. On the last day of special session, the House Health Committee met and
asked tough questions to both the CMOs and DCH. On my end, I’m continuing to push: 1) consideration of
consumer feedback/experiences in “network adequacy” analysis, and 2) that DCH properly fine those
violating network adequacy (just as we’ve seen the Insurance Commissioner do around the Mental Health
Parity Act).

6/28/26, 7:13 PM Friends of Marvin Lim, Inc. Mail - July updates (inc. July calendar of programs/events)

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3/?ik=05b5a193a4&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1869279993363106352&simpl=msg-f:1869279993363106… 7/21



Victims of violence: Finally, I got to honor Prisca Uwigabye with House Resolution 2023, during special
session. Prisca’s story as an immigrant survivor of violence speaks so much to the commonalities of
immigrant survivors’ experiences – including the fear of reporting, not least of which because of immigration
consequences. Thank you nonprofit Tahirih (who has done legal services workshops for us) and advocates
for supporting her and advocating for this resolution!
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My Programs & Events
 
Constituent services: Our next constituent services one-on-one is Sat, Jun 6, 9-11am at Lucky Shoals
Park.
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Mammograms: On Tue, Jul 28, we are doing our fifth mobile mammogram drive, with East Georgia Cancer
Coalition and Northside. If you need a mammogram (generally, women 40+), and specifically don’t have any
insurance, please reach out at https://marvinlimforga.com/bc (even if we cannot schedule you for an
appointment, we will work to find you free coverage via Northside’s breast cancer fund or the state
program.)

6/28/26, 7:13 PM Friends of Marvin Lim, Inc. Mail - July updates (inc. July calendar of programs/events)

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3/?ik=05b5a193a4&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1869279993363106352&simpl=msg-f:186927999336310… 11/21

https://marvinlimforga.com/bc


6/28/26, 7:13 PM Friends of Marvin Lim, Inc. Mail - July updates (inc. July calendar of programs/events)

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3/?ik=05b5a193a4&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1869279993363106352&simpl=msg-f:186927999336310… 12/21



 
Summer tutoring: Want free, intensive K-12 summer tutoring – to catch up, stay on track, or even get
ahead? Reminder about LSCA’s partnership with Learn to Be. https://tinyurl.com/lscatutoring (Espanol:
https://tinyurl.com/lscatutoria)
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PSAs (Public Service Announcements)
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Laws taking effect July 1, 2026 (inc. no cell phones in K-8 schools, my road safety bill, etc.): Like
every year, we have a number of bills taking effect July 1, of the bills we passed this year (which I already
gave a rundown of, in April) and previously (i.e., with deferred effective dates). Here’s a link to some of the
most noteworthy ones, but I wanted to point out three in particular: https://www.11alive.com/
article/news/state/new-georgia-laws-july-1-2026/85-6d4f2c0b-166d-4d06-a5b5-c0e91fd99f2c
 
- my road safety bill’s provisions re: moving to the right for traffic stops, as well as re: darker window tinting
permitted, takes effect
-starting with the 2026-27 school year, there will be a bell-to-bell ban of student cellphones in K-8 public
schools
- anyone attending school for first time that would otherwise be placed in first grade can, at
parental/guardian request, be enrolled in Kindergarten; 4 and 5 year olds are eligible for Georgia Pre-K (and
Pre-K students qualify for school’s after-school programs, unless school has waiver)
- uniform rounding of cash price/change, if buyer does not have exact change, which must still be accepted
(price/change rounded to the nearest nickel, up or down)
- other highlights: https://www.fox5atlanta.com/news/new-georgia-laws-take-effect-july-1-heres-what-
changes
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World Cup: In preparation for the World Cup, we did a lot of work in this district (esp. w/its many hotels)
around education re: trafficking, such as the workshop we did in February with nonprofit service provider
Tapestri. I thank them, CJCC, and other providers for all their work, and wanted to provide one more, timely
reminder re: how potentially to spot/what to do about trafficking. Please see these graphics as a reminder
on how to help stop trafficking in our local community.
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Last Word – Successes
 
World Cup constituent watch party: Thanks to those who came to our constituent watch party for the
USA-Paraguay World Cup game! Thank you to Nations Café.
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Lilburn: Another year of partnership with Lilburn Elementary. Thank you especially to Lucy and Kenny in
the Parent Center, with whom we continue to work on adult ESOL classes. Thanks to community generosity,
we also made a donation to their food pantry.
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Housing rights training: For the third year in a row, I provided housing/tenants rights training and
engagement to LCF’s 2-Gen Soccer Academy – which provides free soccer training, health services, and
engagement on social determinants (like housing). So happy every year to see this program thrive - and to
speak this year about the GA Landlord-Tenant Handbook update/translation LCF and I accomplished with
DCA.

 
Autism: Co-presenting at the Georgia Child Health Conference, with partners CHOA, Marcus Autism
Center, and Emory Autism Center, on community-based participatory research in autism, particularly
involving Latino and diverse communities, as part of a multi-state working group.
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-Rep. Marvin Lim | 404.585.7715 | marvin.lim@house.ga.gov
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